COMMERCIAL BUSINESS CASE STUDY

Avalon Natural Products Inc.
Petaluma, CA

Project Profile:

SolarCraft both designed and installed this 123.5 kilowatt Solar Electric system for
Avalon Natural Products of Petaluma, CA, the largest manufacturer of natural and

organic personal products in the U.S.

This SolarCraft PV system provides 100% of Avalon’s electricity needs on an annual

Customer Profile:

Headquartered in Petaluma, California, Avalon
Natural Products manufactures and distributes a
unique collection of quality personal care products
for caring consumers seeking natural, organic and
cruelty-free ingredient alternatives within the
vegetarian ethic. The company was founded in
1989 by husband and wife team Mark and Stacey
Egide. Avalon Natural Products are made with
pure ingredients that are organically grown and
cruelty-free. The formulas are naturally derived
without animal ingredients, hypoallergenic, and
biodegradable. Packaging utilizes recycled and
recyclable materials. Avalon’s product lines
include Avalon Organics, Avalon Organic
Botanicals, Alba Botanica, Sonoma Soap, Un-
petroleum, and Tisserand Aromatherapy.

basis for the company’s 55,000 square foot office and distribution center. Avalon will save some $35,000 per year in electrical expenses and

the investment will be cumulative cash positive in approximately 5 years.

SolarCraft engineered and installed the proprietary non-penetrating roof mount
system. The roof mounting system, manufactured by RWE Solar, is wind tunnel
tested well over 100 miles per hour. The mounting system’s main benefit is that it
does not require thousands of holes to be drilled through the roof for attachments.
The system’s unique design utilizes dynamic front jacks that will eliminate “wind
energy” by reducing any lift at 70+ mph by allowing the solar panels to lift from five
degrees of pitch to zero degrees. The entire system is interconnected together and
self-ballasted by its own weight, eliminating the need for heavy ballast blocks. The
additional cost of the equipment was offset by the shorter installation time and lower
overall cost of labor.

Contractor Profile:

SolarCraft Services, Inc. is the most experienced solar energy contractor and
retailer in Northern California. For more than 21 years the certified “Marin County
Green Business” has been building solar energy systems. SolarCraft has installed
more than 3800 solar energy systems in Northern California that account for over a
million square feet of solar energy collectors and saves customers approximately
$6.5 million/yr and eliminates more than 24,000 tons of greenhouse gasses per yr.

Case Study Specifications

System Size:  123.5 kW Commercial
Location:  Petaluma, CA
Solar Panel : 392 ASE 300 - 315watt
Inverters: 1 Xantrex PV100208
Mounting System:  RWE FS (non penetrating)
PTC Rated Watts: 106,000 watts
Estimated Annual kWh: 145,000
Estimated Annual Savings:  $35,000
Cumulative Cash Positive:  5-6 Years

Customer Quote:

"Our primary reason for installing PV is to help
utilize green energy and reduce our dependence
on other less clean forms of energy. For us,
installing a solar electric system is simply an
extension of our green philosophy."

“We selected SolarCraft to complete the project
because of their reputation and two decades of
longevity in the marketplace. SolarCraft is one of
the Bay Area’s pioneering solar energy
companies and is celebrating its 20" anniversary
this year.”

Mark Egide
President
Avalon Natural Products Inc.

285 Bel Marin Keys Blvd. Suite D, Novato, CA 94949
415.382.7717 707.778.0568 Fax: 415.382.7717 www.solarcraft.com Lic.#497797
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